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Summary 

2/17 Culture and Art Programme 

Basic information (/application/16792/step/l) 


1.1. Project title (/application/16792/step/l/#q7624) 

BioSignals 

1.2. Describe the project briefly 
(/application/16792/step/l/#q7625) 

Series of site-specific sound art recording installations and online radio 
broadcasts in 2018 from both rural & urban locations themed on biosemiotics, 

focused on human and non-human contributors and communications. Low- 
energy and renewable energy platforms set the limits for cultural production. 

1.3. Estimated start date: 

(/application/16792/step/l/#q7626) 

15.03.2018 

1.4. Estimated completion date: 
(/application/16792/step/l/#q7627) 

15.12.2018 
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1.5. Project description BioSignals project is a series of site-specific sound art recording installations, 

(/application/16792/step/l/#q7628) narrations and nature-based data streams by human and non-human cultural 

producers during Spring-Autumn 2018. 

The artistic content of the project will focus on actual interpretations and 
creative reflections of biosemiotics, and energy as media and communication. 
Biosemiotics is an increasingly influential paradigm of thinking which brings 
together biology and communication, signs and signals of life in its myriad 
forms. In particular it offers conceptual tools to consider communications and 
environmental meaning-making from a non-human perspective, including 
plant, fungi and lichens, animal, bacterial, elemental interactors, via tactile, 
aural and signal-based biochemical means. 

To explore this subject through art and culture production, festival gatherings 
hosting artistic and hybrid sound, dance and art-science practices in windy- 
coastal locations on Latvia (Sounds Days, Liepaja), Estonia (Toortuumik 
festival, Virtsu), as well as forum gatherings at Art Laboratory Berlin, and 
Pixelache Helsinki festival) during Summer-Autumn 2018, literally grounding 
the project. The participant, including young and established hybrid 
practitioners in dance, sound arts and new media, will have opportunity to set 
up recording conditions and influence non-human contributions to the 
programme. The online audience is intended to be mostly human, although 
we would also like to raise the contentious but curious notion that the 
broadcast and archives may also serve a potential non-human audience. 

Low- energy and renewable energy platforms will set the limits for cultural 
production of new audio materials. As part of process, several workshops will 
be arranged to explore innovative practices of using temporary installations of 
(solar, wind, bio-) energy sources and recycled battery systems in audio field 
recording. 

The Artistic quality of the production benefits from collective curatorial 
experience among the partners in working with young and experienced art 
professionals. BioSignals will also include curated contributors online 
facilitated by Mikko Lipiainen and Andrew Gryf Paterson of Pixelache, also a 
member of Finnish Bioarts Society. Latvian partner MPLab (Art Research 
Lab) is closely associated pioneering Art+Science focused RIXC Centre for 
New Media Culture in Riga. Estonian partner Maalabor collaborate in 2018 
with the Nordic-Baltic Dance and New Media Art network, inviting young 
practitioners into a 1 week residential workshop at Toortuumik festival, while 
Art Laboratory Berlin is a leading international platform on nonhuman 
subjectivity. Curatorial expert-advisors Aura Seikkula (Stockholm), and Pedro 
Soler (Ecuador) are invited to follow the process and offer reflections on 
process. 

The work will be presented as online radio broadcasts via Finnish platform 
‘Korppiradio’, for a 6 month period, and the media archived with commons- 
orientated (allowing re-use and adaptation) in Internet Archive repository, 
archive.org. This means: accessible for future broadcasts by other not-yet- 
known broadcaster and other potential audiences. The archival aspect of the 
project will accompany the broadcasting programme as an integral part of the 
process, to ensure the ephemeral installations on site are documented in 
visual, manual-like form and spoken-word narratives, alongside the nature- 
based audio-signal data and media. 


1.6. Main project activity? State the primary 
activity/activities for which you are seeking support. 
(/application/16792/step/l/#q7629) 


• Performance 

• Production 

• Workshop 

• Other, what? Radio broadcasts 
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1.7. Describe the project’s activities and time 
schedule (what, where, when?) 
(/application/16792/step/l/#q7630) 


1.8. Briefly state the project’s main objectives 
(/application/16792/step/l/#q7631) 


1.9. Does the project contribute to any of the 
following? (/application/16792/step/l/#q7632) 


Nordic Culture Point 
April 2018, Helsinki (FI) 

Programme begins in Spring with start of engineering experiments related to 
collective battery construction from recycled lithium batteries, led by Samir 
Bhowmik (FI) at venue to be decided. The outcomes of this workshop will be 
applied in later events. 

Online radio broadcast on Korppiradio, based on previously gathered and 
curated content, to raise awareness among partners’ networks. Artist duo 
Bobrikova & de Carmen (NO) are invited to contribute to Parasite Radio 
based on earlier art works. 

May 2018, Liepaja (LV) 

In late May 2018, hosted workshop takes place at Skanas Dienas at 
MPLab/Art Research Lab, Liepaja (LV). Artist-researcher Antye Greie-Ripatti 
of Hai Art (FI) is invited to share her rural experience and practice in mobile 
sound and media arts practice. Krisjanis Rijnieks (LV/DE) is invited to deploy 
Radical Projection Mapping Unit. 

June 2018, Virtsu (EE) 

Event takes place at Maalabor’s ecological art and nature park, for occasion 
of the inaugural Toortuumik festival in Virtsu, W. Estonia. Artist-researcher 
Laura Beloff of IT University (DK) is invited to engage with current & future 
potentials on site, which is later developed further in Denmark. Juan Duarte 
(MX/DE) invited to set up Aeolian Artefacts project on site. 

August 2018, Berlin (DE) 

Art Laboratory Berlin hosts a gathering of Berlin-based & Nordic-Baltic 
partners in the Biosignals project interested in the curatorial aspects of the 
project, especially including problematics of humans engaging non-human 
contributors and audience. Public listening session and remote connection 
with Pedro Soler (Ecuador). 

September 2018, Helsinki (FI) 

All partners invited to Pixelache Helsinki festival to present their artistic- 
research, sound art recording installations, documentations and listening 
sessions, contributing to the public programme of events. 

October 2018, Online 

Parasite Radio broadcasting focus ends. 

December 2018, Online 

Archival process complete & final reports. 

BioSignals aims to bring together contemporary artistic practices, innovative 
& renewable energy interfaces, art-science and academic discourses, to 
generate new ways of understanding biosemiotics' role and importance in the 
post-humanist thinking and in the society at large. 

• A multifaceted Nordic region 

• Sustainability - cultural/economic/social and/or ecological 

• Artistic and/or cultural quality 

• Creativity and innovation 


1.10. Where is the project implemented / taking • Denmark 

place? (/application/16792/step/l/#q7633) ^ 

• Norway 


1.10.1. Other country/countries, which? • Estonia 

(/application/16792/step/l/#q7634) 


https://applicant.nordiskkulturkontakt.org/application/16792/ 


3/10 



2/8/2018 

1.11. Please indicate if the project will be 
implemented in any of the following countries or 
regions: (/application/16792/step/l/#q7635) 

1.12. Main field of art: 
(/application/16792/step/l/#q7636) 

1.12.1. If you chose "cross-disciplinary", specify 
which fields of art are included: 
(/application/16792/step/l/#q7637) 


Nordic Culture Point 

• Germany 

• Cross-disciplinary 

• Dance 

• Media 

• Other, what? Sound arts, Environmental arts, Radio, Experimental 
Engineering 


Information about project's participants and co-operating partners (/application/16792/step/2) 


2.1. Briefly provide a personal biography and state Andrew Gryf Paterson (Finland) "Artist-organiser", cultural producer, educator 

the country of residence of the key participants (for and independent researcher. He is the initiator of Biosignals project, acts as 

example, art director, invited participating coordinator/exec producer, http://agryfp.info 

artists/cultural bodies). 

(/application/16792/step/2/#q7638) Laura Beloff (Denmark) is an internationally acclaimed artist and researcher 

involved with practice-based investigations into a combination of technology, 
biology, IT, biotechnologies, biosemiotics, in connection to art, humans, non¬ 
humans, and society, http://www.realitydisfunction.org/ 

Antye Greie-Ripatti (Finland) is a sound sculptor, poetess, composer, music 
producer, gender activist, sound curator involed with environmental, 
ecological and participatory arts crossover in Hailuoto, North Finland. 
http://antyegreie.com/ 

Juan Duarte (Mexico/Germany) is a media artist who uses interactions as a 
tool for generative art experiments. Aeolian Artefacts project aims to create 
an installation of sonic objects which respond to wind force to produce sound. 
http://juanduarteregino.com/Aeolian-Artifacts 

Martinka Bobrikova & Oscar de Carmen (Norway-Sweden), as an artist-duo 
have been working together since 2005, from a sound and media arts 
background, http://bobrikovadecarmen.org/info/ 

Parasite Radio (Finland) is a collective project that builds new connections 
between new media art organizations and radio and telematic art. Production 
team: Mikko Lipiainen (lead producer in Biosignals) Juan Duarte, Jon 
Irigoyen, and Kalle Kuisma. http://korppiradio.net 

2.1.1. Attach CVs (pdf). paterson_2017_agryfp_cv-resume_4-pages-inc-publication-history.pdf CV 

(/application/16792/step/2/#q7639) resume of coordinator & exec producer Andrew Gryf Paterson 

pixelache_2017_associational-overview-slides.75dpi.pdf Associational 
overview of Pixelache Helsinki 2017 

Parasite-Radio_Mikko-Lipiainen_CV_2017.pdf Mikko Lipiainen's CV resume 
of Parasite Radio lead producer in BioSignals curation 

BioSignals_collected-biographical-statements-of-contributors.pdf Collected 
Bio statements of confirmed BioSignals contributors 
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2.2. State the project’s participating partners (name, 
registered address and country) 
(/application/16792/step/2/#q7640) 


Mikko Lipiainen, Jon Irigoyen, Juan Duarte, Kalle Kuisma, Parasite Radio - 
Confirmed 

Piknik Frequency ry, Kaasutehtaankatu 1/21, Suvilahti, 00540 Helsinki, 
Finland. 

Samir Bhowmik - Confirmed 
Helsinki, Finland. 

Juan Duarte - Confirmed 
Berlin, Germany. 

Krisjanis Rijnieks - Confirmed 
Berlin, Germany. 

Invited Artist-researchers and collaborating partners: 

Laura Beloff, IT University of Copenhagen - Confirmed 
Rued Langgaards Vej 7, DK-2300 Copenhagen S, Denmark. 

Antye Greie-Ripatti, Hai Art - Confirmed. 

Pollantie 455, 90480 Hailuoto, Finland. 

Martinka Bobrikova & Oscar de Carmen - Confirmed. 

Oslo, Norway. 

Paula VTtola & Maija Demitere, Skanas Diena - Confirmed 

MPLab/Art Research Lab, Kurmajas prospekts 13, Liepaja, LV-340, Latvia. 

Lilli Tolp, Karin Lasn & Henri Hiltt, Maalabor: kunstifestival Toortuumik - 
Confirmed 

Maalabor nature park, Mere puiestee 30, Virtsu, 90101 Estonia. 

Christian de Lutz & Regine Rapp, Art Laboratory, Berlin - Confirmed 
Prinzenallee 34, 13359 Berlin, Germany. 

Aura Seikkula, Agency Auteur, Stockholm - Confirmed 
Vavar Johans gata 37, 12070 Stockholm. 

Pedro Soler, Upayakuwasi project - Confirmed. 

Upayakuwasi, Ecuador. 


Active members of Pixelache Helsinki: 

Andrew Gryf Paterson, Pixelache Helsinki - Confirmed 
Untuvaisentie 7b G 94, 00820 Helsinki, Finland. 


2.4. Which Nordic countries participate in the 
project? (/application/16792/step/2/#q7641) 


• Denmark 

• Finland 

• Norway 

• Sweden 


2.5. Which other countries participate in the project? • Estonia 
(/application/16792/step/2/#q7642) 

2.6. Will the project have participants from • Germany 

(/application/16792/step/2/#q7643) 


Assessment of the project’s sub-areas (/application/16792/step/3) 
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3.1. Nordic cooperation 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7644) 


State the number of Nordic project participants : 9 

State the number of project participants besides Nordic project participants: 
30 

State the number of professional project participants: 19 

State the number of project participants besides professional project 
participants: 20 


3.1.2. In which language(s) will the project be 
conducted? (/application/16792/step/3/#q7646) 


• Any of the Nordic languages (Swedish, Finnish, Danish, Norwegian, 
Icelandic, Faeroese, Greenlandic) 

• English 

• Any other language. Please specify? English, Latvian, Estonian, German, 
Spanish 


3.1.1. Tick whether the applied project aims to attain 
any of the following: 
(/application/16792/step/3/#q7768) 

3.1.3. Does the project have Nordic content? 
(/application/16792/step/3/#q7647) 


• New professional and/or international contacts 

• New Nordic and/or international networks 

• Yes 


3.1.3.1. If yes, briefly describe the content: The artistic, producer and curatorial contributions to the project are by leading 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7648) practitioners in interdisciplinary sound arts and art+science collaborations in 

their resident countries in the Nordic region and internationally. The online 
radio platform has been developed within the grassroots cultural association 
scenes of Finland mostly in Finnish language, and it’s model is ready to share 
with professionals in other Nordic countries, in this case Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark. 


3.2.1. Does the project promote a multifaceted • Yes 

Nordic region either through the theme or 
implementation? (/application/16792/step/3/#q7651) 


3.2.1.1. If yes, briefly describe how? 
(/application/16792/step/3/#q7652) 


The project includes future cross-lines of cooperation that span historically 
across Baltic Germanic-scholarship, with new Nordic citizens, migrants and 
residents. Leading biosemiotics scholarship is the Copenhagen-Tartu school, 
led since the 1990s by internationally renowned researchers such as Kalevi 
Kull, Jesper Floffmeyer and Claus Emmeche. They built upon semiotic 
theories of German scholar Thule von Uexkull, and of his father Estonian 
Baltic-German Jakob von Uexkull, who developed the notion of Umwelt, the 
surrounding and meaningful environment of any given organism. One of the 
participants, Estonian performance artist Lilli Tolp, invited collaboration at her 
West Estonian -based ecological art and nature site in Virtsu, near to 
Estonian University of Life Sciences Biological station at Puhtu Nature 
reserve, once the property in the 1920s of the von Uexkull family. These 
historical connections opened up new ideas of regional and Nordic 
collaboration in a rich meaningful way. 


3.2.2. Provide an estimate of how many women/men 
will participate in the project. 
(/application/16792/step/3/#q7654) 


Men: 18 
Women: 21 


3.2.3. Which age groups are included in the project? 
(/application/16792/step/3/#q7650) 


• Children and youth (0-25) 

• Adults (26-65) 
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3.2.4. Which target groups does the project aim to Target audiences are a mix: Local residents, to raise curiousity about local 

reach out to? (/application/16792/step/3/#q7656) natural ecosystems via unusual formats; Professional artistic, natural science, 

biologist & engineering collaborators to associated cultural partners, and for 
young new media art students. The broadcasts with Nordic, International 
contributors spread awareness of biosemiotics beyond the academic field via 
cultural formats, & promote Nordic-Baltic research expertise in the subject of 
human -non-human communications. 

3.2.5. Does the project aim to engage new public • Yes 

groups? (/application/16792/step/3/#q7657) 

3.2.5.1. If yes, describe how? Combining both narrated human content about the project, as well as nature- 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7658) based audio data streams opens up potentially new groups of 

Interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary scientific and cultural listeners of online 
radio broadcasts. It is up for debate and exploration if we can broadcast 
appropriately to a non-human, vegetal or fungal audience. We are willing to 
find out with our BioSignals project. 

3.3.1. Does the project take into account ecological • Yes 

aspects? Either thematically or in the 

implementation itself? 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7660) 

3.3.1.1. If yes, how? Yes, clearly the project takes into account ecological aspects, both in the 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7661) thematic aswell as in the way the project is implemented. We are promoting 

curatorial models which can facilitate contribution, in this case with online 
radio, remotely both regionally and at a global distance, where full travel of 
participants is necessary.. Our audience is potentially local and global at the 
same time. We are promoting cultural production/exposition with creative and 
innovative appropriate technology experiments. We are promoting human and 
non-human scale energy generation & storage. We have ambition to work 
with renewable energy sources such as wind, solar or bio micro-sources of 
energy. We prioritise field-recording experiments with collective battery 
‘banks’ made from recycled cells. 

3.3.2. Do you aim to further develop the project after • Yes 
the applied project period ends? 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7662) 

3.3.3. Does the project’s theme address • Yes 

sustainability? (/application/16792/step/3/#q7664) 

3.3.3.1. If yes, briefly describe how? Other than the above mentioned comments in 3.3.1.1. related to energy 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7663) models in audio field-recording, we address sustainability on regards to 

content production: We are promoting the use of open commons-based 
licenses which encourage re-use and adoption of cultural content. In 
consideration of the sustainability of practice, from multiple angles, we involve 
curatorial experts who specialise in taking these issues into consideration. 

3.4.1. Does the project contribute to innovation • Yes 

within the field of culture or art? 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7666) 
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The curatorial model of Internet radio is presented as an ideal media for 
supporting Pixelache Helsinki's-and other associations and educational 
facilitaties’—local and international networking efforts outwards and towards 
many organizations, groups and individuals working with new media art. It will 
also provide an affordable way to increase visibility of media art of 
experimental and interdisciplinary nature as well as emerging new computer 
and telematic technologies based design practices, activism and research. 
Experimental music, sound and discussions based art forms would have a 
new public forum to showcase new works and debate around them. In 
addition, several workshops will be arranged to explore innovative practices 
of using temporary installations of (solar, wind, bio-) energy sources and 
recycled battery systems in audio field recording. 

3.4.2. Does the project contribute to conveying new • Yes 

knowledge and experiences? 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7667) 

3.4.2.1. If yes, describe how? Through innovative design of interfaces between scientific/academic and 

(/application/16792/step/3/#q7669) hands-on artistic practices the project hopes to generate new ways of 

understanding the biosemiotics' role and importance in the post-humanist 
artistic and scientific strains and in the society at large. 

3.5.1. Does the project contribute to any of the • The sustainable Nordic region 

following themes: (/application/16792/step/3/#q7671) 

• The intercultural Nordic region 

• The digital Nordic region 


3.4.I.I. If yes, describe how? 
(/application/16792/step/3/#q7668) 


Communication, marketing and additional information (/application/16792/step/4) 


4.1. State the project’s communication plan 
comprising preliminary schedule, activities, target 
groups and communication channels (answer the 
questions when, what, for who, how) 
(/application/16792/step/4/#q7672) 


The online radio broadcasting platform Korpparadio and its established 
network in Finland is already an useful communiction platform for humans 
interested in cultural events. 

The project will be initially announced in April 2018 by all partners, with a 
curated broadcast of content gathered in Pixelache Helsinki 2017 Festival, as 
well as audio teasers from Virtsu (EE), Liepaja (LV) and Helsinki (FI) raising 
awareness of the Parasite Radio platform online. 

Early May 2018, communications related to 1st two performance/workshop 
events for related students and professionals, aswell as promoting the 
upcoming event in Estonia. 

Post-summer, the content and media produced will be broadcast at the start 
of August in English and German to attract interest in upcoming events 

Ongoing: All associated artists and partners have and use various social 
media presences (i.e. Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, SoundCloud) to share 
broadcast information. 


4.2. What is (are) the primary language(s) of • Any of the Nordic languages (Swedish, Finnish, Danish, Norwegian, 

communication? (/application/16792/step/4/#q7673) Icelandic, Faeroese, Greenlandic) 

• English 

• Any other language. Please specify? Estonian, Latvian, German 
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4.3. Link to website where additional material about The project is newly formed, but would be hosted as project on Pixelache 

the project is accessible: Helsinki’s webpages: http://pixelache.ac 

(/application/16792/step/4/#q7674) 

Information on Parasite Radio in Pixelache Helsinki 2017 Festival: 
https://festival.pixelache.ac/events/signals-from-the-south-parasite-radio 

Korppiradio 

http://www.korppiradio.net 


Project's financing (/application/16792/step/5) 


5.1. The applied amount and the project’s total Applied amount: 23000 € 

budget in Euro (/application/16792/step/5/#q7675) Budget: 36000 € 

5.2. Expenses (/application/16792/step/5/#q7676) Payroll expenses and remuneration: 21800 

Technology, material, equipment and different accessories: 1590 

Communication, marketing: 1800 

Cost of space and rent: 500 

Travel and transport costs: 3400 

Food and lodging costs: 2460 

Other costs: 4450 


5.3. Income (/application/16792/step/5/#q7677) 



Applied 

Granted 


amount 

amount 

Applied from Nordic Culture Point 
with this application 

23000 


Own share 

2000 


Tickets, fees, sales revenue and 

similar 

Support from other joint Nordic 
organisations, eg. Nordic Culture 

Fund 

Support from other funds and 

foundations 

5000 


Support from the State and 
municipalities 

3600 


Other financing, sponsors 

2400 


Totalt: 

36000 

0 


5.4. Specified budget and financing plan 
(/application/16792/step/5/#q7678) 


BioSignals_Culture-and-Art_Pixelache_Budget_20.09.2017.pdf Pixelache: 
BioSignals Culture and Art programme Budget + Preliminary Pixelache 
Helsinki 2018 Annual Budget 
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Nordisk kulturkontakt PB 231 00170 Helsingfors Finland (karta (https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kulturkontakt+Nord+- 

+Pohjoismainen+kulttuuripiste+- 

+Nordic+Culture+Point/@60.1720952,24.9480388,20z/data=!4ml2!lm6!3m5!ls0x46920bd219685121:0x523e00bl0cf215e5!2sKulturkontakt+Nord+- 

+Pohjoismainen+kulttuuripiste+- 

+Nordic+Culture+Point!8m2!3d60.1721304!4d24.9482829!3m4!ls0x46920bd219685121:0x523e00bl0cf215e5!8m2!3d60.1721304!4d24.9482829? 
hl=sv)) | tfn: se vara webbsidor (http://www.nordiskkulturkontakt.org/sv/omss/kontakt) | program@nordiskkulturkontakt.org 
(mailto:program@nordiskkulturkontakt.org) | Personal datafile (/files/registry_en.pdf) 
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